
thris lampard and Carole livesey are

skilled house sitters

Sitting
pretty

any people do not realise there
are professional sitters in New
Zealand who can take care of

all of your house, garden and pets so that
you can have peace of mind while you are

away.

since May 2006, chris Lampard and

Carole Livesey have been house-sitting
in New Zealand as a way of seeing the
country. They have a wealth of tips on what
to look for in a sitter and, if it appeals, how
people can become sitters themselves.

Chris and Carole suggest trying websites

views and clues
such as housecarers.com or mindmyhouse.

com, where homeowners can place a free
advertisement, draw up a shortlist of sitters
and arrange interviews before making a

final decision.
'Allow plenty of time to find the right

sitter, especially for holiday periods,"

says Carole. "Many sitters are booked in

advance, tt may also take longer to find a
suitable sitter if you live in a rural area. You

may want to find a sitter before finalising
your travel plans."

Some people prefer to use a house-

sitting agency, particularly if they have

several pets. The advantage with agencies

is that they screen the sitters on their
books, however, their fees may be

higher. Whether you use an agency or
an independent sitter, the rates will vary

according to the level of responsibility

required. For example, how many pets

need care, and what does that care entail?
Like any service, shop around first,

but remember price is not everything.

ultimately, you need someone you

can trust to look after your treasured
possessions.

How do you know who to trust? Chris

advises to always ask house-sitters for
verbal references, and follow these up.
'And draw up an agreement with your
sitte[ even if it is a relative or friend. tt
protects both parties if anything happens,"
he says.

Chris and Carole confess they didn't
really know what was going to happen

when they sold their Christchurch home
Iast year and embarked on a life on the
road as professional house-sitters.

'At first we thought,'Oh well, we'll do it
for a short time in Christchurch', and now
here we are in the North lsland and we're
thinking, 'Perhaps we can travel around
the world'. All sorts of possibilities have

opened up. And that has been since we've
been house-sitting."

For those interested in trying it out,
Chrls and Carole suggest people start
by asking friends and neighbours if they
are going away and need a house-sitter.
Develop your own network of clients who
will ask you to house-sit again and refer
you to others.

"Take time to network and make

connections," says Carole. "Consider having
leaflets, flyers and business cards to give

to potential clients. tf registering as a sitter
with an agency or on a website, check that
it is a reputable business, particularly if there
is a fee for joining. And connect with other
house-sitters to get ideas and tips."

By Linda Grigg

For more information visit

www.ski I I edsitters. c o m

est

ne way of supplementing your
income while you're travelling

around the country in a caravan or
motorhome is to take on seasonal work.
And to help you find out where to go, a
leading Kiwi-owned job website -
www.seasonalwork.co.nz - features
vacancies from all over the country.

No matter where in New Zealand
you happen to be, seasonalwork.co.nz
lists a range of options for temporary
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